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March came in like a roaring lion…..as far as PATCHES is concerned.   The Founders put 

on their track shoes and took off running and haven’t stopped yet.  Kyle found herself traveling to Tallahassee 
for meetings and then another road trip to our Ft. Pierce nursing center where she stayed a week.  Joanie took 
day trips to  the Ft. Pierce center a couple of times this month while they passed each other on the road coming 

and going.     

These road trips and meetings that the Founders go on (and attend) are so that they stay informed about the 
current laws and regulations and any changes that are coming.  They are there so they can speak up and fight 
for the needs of medically fragile children and their families who can’t fight for themselves.  After heart-felt 
prayer, they dress for battle..  searching and seeking out the facts, contacting those who might be able to help 
and moving forward to do what they believe is the very best for our sick children.  The issues are many and 
almost daily they are facing something new.  We need to be their cheer leaders as they continue the fight for 

those who can’t do it on their own.      

Thankfully there are times when Joanie & Kyle participate in things that are fun and they enjoy the interaction 
with the community.  My request to you is that you keep PATCHES (both centers) the Founders, the children, 
their families and our amazing caring groups of professionals, and supporters in your prayers as we move for-
ward to care for the very sick children in our South Dade & Ft. Pierce communities.  Please pray for the chil-

dren who have not yet found their way to PATCHES for nursing care.  

We know that PATCHES makes a difference! 

Rise305 Leadership Team 

Brings awareness for PATCHES while raising 

money for a Snoezelen Room. 

 

Co-Ed Kickball Tournament 

1st Place Winners 

 McGraw Hill  

(wearing white PATCHES shirts) 

(Rise305 in green) 



Rise305...as part of Leadership Miami, a program of the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, 

elected to assist PATCHES in spreading awareness about the nursing center and to raise funds for a Snoezelen 
Room.  This past January the group started with fund-raising activities such as Dropping Pounds for 
PATCHES during a fitness class on Miami Beach hosted by one of their members who is a fitness instructor.  

Each month following they’ve hosted Happy Hours around town with exciting raffle prizes.   

Earlier this month they hosted a Co-ed Kickball Tournament at Tropical Park on Bird Rd.  There were 18 dif-
ferent teams that joined in the fun and participated against each other.  The day began at 9 am and the winning 
team McGraw Hill wearing PATCHES 305 shirts was announced and awarded their trophy at 4 pm..   The day 

was filled with great friendship. food and fun!    

Thank you 305 for organizing a great event and to everyone who participated!    

$5,000.00 Surprise donation from WellCare 

DJ from WEDR-
FM leads crowd in 
warm up exercises 
before the first 

games begin. 

Going over the game rules 

Volunteers from 

PATCHES  

Quan-security, 
Laura-nurse, 
JoEllen-Asst.,  

Priscilla-nurse,  

& Mario-EMT 

Helping Rise305 support PATCHES  

Congratulations 

to  

2nd Place Team 

Sunshine 

Child Care, Inc. 
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Beautiful weather inspires Beautiful weather inspires Beautiful weather inspires Beautiful weather inspires     

field tripsfield tripsfield tripsfield trips    
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Fairchild's Tropical Garden...full 

of lush greenery, beautiful plants and 
cool breezes was enjoyed buy the chil-
dren and staff.  While in the Butterfly 
exhibited we were entertained by the 
fluttering of tiny wings in every color. 
We showed the children that there were 

leaves bigger than they are.    

Up-butterfly eating banana 

Standing in front of one of  

Chihuly’s blown glass art pieces 

PATCHES in the Rainforest 

 
While at Robert’s 
the children enjoyed 
the antics of the ani-
mals in the petting 
area along with feed-
ing some of them.  
Before returning 
back to PATCHES 
they all shared 
yummy strawberry 

shakes.   



Visitors are always welcome…. 

L: The Cat in the Hat (Ray Smith) showed up to 

say Hi. 

R:  Elaine Ubals made assorted full size pillowcases 

for PATCHES as her Girl Scout Gold Award Project.  

Thank you for choosing PATCHES as the recipient. 

Below:  Omega Nu Home School Group came and 
sang songs and read stories to the children.  They 
brought musical instruments along and allowed the 
children to play them during the singing.  Thanks to 
Debbie Freeman they donated the instruments to the 

nursing center because the children had so much fun! 

Nursing student Ashley Cates brought 
her daughter Faith to PATCHES where 
she made a  donation of toys and books 
that she had out grown.  Thank you 
Faith for thinking of our children and 
for taking such good care of your things 
so that they could be enjoyed by others a 

second time around. 
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Easter Fun…. 

Kaylee comes to visit The Princess  

and together they make toilet paper bunnies  

Thanks Mother Goose 

(Bonnie King-Moran) and Baby-

Cakes (her Duck) for coming to 

PATCHES to kick-off the Easter 
egg hunt and enjoy story time 

with the children.     
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Ft. Pierce….happenings 

 
Thanks to the W.H.O Foundation (Women Helping Others) 
they awarded a grant to PATCHES in Fort Pierce.  BeautiControl Execu-
tive Director Vicki Bryson (center) was instrumental in guiding us 

through the grant paperwork.  Presenting the check is Vicki Bryson   

L: Diana Gonzalez, Community Liaison and Gail Steward, DON of 
PATCHES earlier this month.  The grant will be used for therapy equip-

ment needed at the nursing center.   

We are forever grateful to W.H.O Foundation  

for their generous grant  

  The Woman of PATCHES 

Retired Nurses Association...A lovely group of 

retired nurses came to PATCHES and Founder Joanie 
Ippolito (center in blue) had the pleasure of meeting them 
and giving them a tour of the new center.  The greatest 
quality of a nurse even when retired is the compassionate 
care they hold in their hearts for their patients.  Ippolito 

says, “Once a nurse always a nurse.” 

We are truly thankful for the wonderful donation they 

made for our children.  

Hip pity,  

Hop pity 

Easter’s  

on its way 

The children presented Vicki with flowers to thank her for  

everything she has done and continues to do for all of them. 

Kids 

coloring eggs  

for Easter 
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Easter Bunny follows Mayor... 

 to PATCHES 

L: Kyle Smith, Founder; JoAnn 
Faiella, Mayor of Port St. Lucie; 
Diana Gonzalez, Community Li-
aison-PATCHES; Gail Stewart, 

DON 

ThanksThanksThanksThanks to all the children to all the children to all the children to all the children 

from Colonial School from Colonial School from Colonial School from Colonial School that 

made our children their Easter 
baskets out of gallon milk 

jugs..  

Super Girl stopped by to 

see them & they had lots of 
fun with one of their favor-

ite superheroes  
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Ft. Pierce…...Fund Raising EventFt. Pierce…...Fund Raising EventFt. Pierce…...Fund Raising EventFt. Pierce…...Fund Raising Event    

 

  Florida City…...Fund Raising Event 

 

Save the Date 

 

Celebrating  

“Power of Passion: 8 Years of PATCHES”  

 

Saturday, October 26, 2013 

Newman Center, University of Miami 

 
                            Proceeds to benefit PATCHES  

 

 



Ways To GiveWays To GiveWays To GiveWays To Give    

Automatic Giving—Electronic giving is a convenient way to give regularly and systematically. If 

you would like to give consistently by becoming an electronic giver at PATCHES. Please con-

sider filling out the form on our website and returning it to our office.   www.patchesppec.org 

 

We take credit cards for your donating convenience. You may stop by the center, or 

call to use the credit card feature or use PayPal on our website. 

 

Donate By Mail: Make checks payable to PATCHES and mail to:          

PATCHES 

335 South Krome Avenue 

Florida City, FL 33034 

 

501 C 3 Not for Profit charity. All donations are tax deductable as allowed by law. 

 

Shop through iGive or GoodShop  

Every time you shop at one of the over 720 name-brand internet stores in the 
iGive.com Mall or GoodShop, we will receive a donation.  The donation amount var-
ies depending on the store and the amount of your purchase at no additional cost to 
you. Some of the stores include Home Depot, Amazon, Apple, Dell Computers, Tar-

get, Macys and many, many more. 

Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and summer vacations aren’t far away so if you plan to shop consider doing it 

thru iGive.com and help PATCHES at the same time.   

The iGive Button is on the PATCHES website.   By registering the iGive Button gets uploaded to your tool 

bar.  

PATCHES…. 

where miracles happen 

 

Thank you so much for your support….. 

Kevin & Michele Pedersen, Rotary Club of Homestead, 
Michelle Nesmith-Ft. Pierce, Open Door Health Center, 
Silvio Amico, P.A. and GFWC Cutler Ridge Women’s 

Club.   

The kindness you’ve shown us helps PATCHES 

to continue to provide for our medically fragile 

children and their needs.   

Thank you 


