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PATCHES … holding our breath!
Anyone that is familiar with PATCHES and us knows that we don't hesitate to fight for our kids. When the
quality, quantity or accessibility of care is threatened by changes in policies governing the regulation of our
center we counter with common sense, real data and leg work. We've done it many times and we've been successful. Well, now we're facing a potential loss of expert respiratory care for our kids.
PATCHES primary service is nursing care for all medically complex children from birth to 21 years old who
need it, regardless of ability to pay. But nursing alone is not enough. PATCHES also offers occupational,
physical and speech therapies, education and respiratory therapy.
The Respiratory Department at PATCHES works hard to keep a child breathing. They are instrumental in
keeping children alive during a crisis. Because of them our kids have survived when they stop breathing or
when they have difficulty breathing. Because of them our kids have been able to stay away from the emergency room or avert a hospitalization. They are certified and they have degrees specializing in the management of pulmonary diseases and life threatening crises. They can be the difference between life and death.
The AHCA (Agency for Health Care Administration) has informed all nursing centers across the state like
ours that the respiratory care criteria for approval for our children is being changed. AHCA, until now, has
permitted billing for respiratory care services. The new rule states that respiratory care by a respiratory therapist will be limited to children who have a complex respiratory diagnosis or condition requiring extensive airway management. Initially, they said this means only children who are ventilator dependent. After we spoke
with AHCA, outraged at such a disastrous rule, we shared our concerns with others and our voice was heard in
Tallahassee. So, a slight amendment to that rule was made stating the same but adding the language "but are
not limited to". We are told decisions will be made by judgment of the reviewer without any criteria or guidelines. The survivability of our Respiratory Department will, beginning in April, depend solely on the judgment of a reviewer. How comfortable would you be that the reviewer would make the right decision for your
sick child?
Now they're not saying we can't provide respiratory care. They're just saying we won't get paid for it. What
does this mean for our center? It means, without those funds, we are faced with the dilemma of how to keep
the Respiratory Therapist at our kids' bedsides. And don't misunderstand. Nurses act in an emergency to save
our kids. They're trained to do that. AHCA tells us "the nurse can do it, it's only a time issue".
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Holding our breath.

But nurses "nurse", meaning they're dispensing medications, constantly assessing their kids, charting, talking
to doctors, and wearing multiple other hats (care coordinator, liaison, advocate, teacher, case manager, social
worker and so forth). If the Respiratory Therapist (the 'lung' expert) is not at the bedside, the nurse can and
will step in. Consequently, who'll step in for the nurse?
And who is in jeopardy? Our growing preemie babies with breathing problems who may stop breathing without notice, the young lady whose trach may be dislodged or blocked so she can't breathe, the little boy with
uncontrolled asthma that easily goes into status asthmaticus, our kids with other chronic lung conditions and
any of our children who face a critical life threatening event. When a child's condition is labile the Respiratory
Therapist will stay with that child one on one as long as their condition demands it. These events happen at
PATCHES almost every day. If you've been to PATCHES you have probably seen our Respiratory Department in action saving a life!
Right now all we can do is wait and see and hope and pray that respiratory care continues to be approved with
the added "but not limited to". If not, we will fight for our kid's every breath with common sense, real data and
leg work. Removing expert care from the bedside of sick kids is just wrong. We'll know in April.
Joanie Ippolito—Founder

Homestead Hospitals Health Fair
PATCHES was there!
In early February Homestead Hospital hosted a
community health fair. Professionals along with
families and children were invited. There were
activities for the children, a farmers market providing fresh produce along with other yummy healthy
choices to munch on. Numerous health care organizations were present bringing much needed
awareness to the community concerning the services available to those in need.

Thank you Homestead Hospital
for a great morning!
L: Wow..he’s over 10 ft. tall.
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PATCHES goes on a field trip to Miami Sea Aquarium
Excitement is in the air as the children, nurses and therapist board the PATCHES van for a day of fun.
However, prior to boarding the van, permission slips have been signed by parents and doubled-checked
by the Charge Nurse. Medical bags and equipment have been packed and loaded on the van for the
needs of each child going on the trip. And then, personal needs for each child and everything needed for
their lunches is then packed onto the van. Each professional is assigned a child, roll call begins and on
the van they go. The Director of Nursing goes through the check-list and we’re off and running.
These remarkable people work hard every day at PATCHES providing the professional care these
children need. When they participate in something extra like taking the children on a field trip it is a lot
of extra work. Yet, they do it with such love, grace and concern for each child. As an observer you
would think these children personally belonged to each one of the adults. If you look closely, you might
see their angel wings…..as I do. You guys are amazing!!!! Sharon

The dolphin show just started but the nurse is
double checking to see how his blood pressure is.
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L: Michael has his
eyes on the birds
that are trying to
get his lunch.
R: Miss Cindy is
giving the kids
left over potato
chips to feed the
birds.

Fun feeding the birds
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Ft. Pierce….happenings
A big thank you to the Ft. Pierce PATCHES Team for your warm welcome. I enjoyed my visit and I look forward to coming up there again
very soon. Sharon

Some of the children arriving at
the Ft. Pierce PPEC.
Ft. Pierce has 54 children at
this time.

Respiratory Office—love it!!!

I’m sure I just heard your heart say “ I
love you, I love you, I love you..”

Two buddies….nursing assessments have been done and now
its time to eat. Nurse Jackie is
handling the tube feeding while
Samelia enjoys sipping on a little
milk.
Nothing but smiles
I’m sure Sawyer’s an angel
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Ft. Pierce—cont.
Classroom work—
Toddlers working on a Valentine’s project while another child is making a
pretend pizza for his teacher’s lunch.

Above a couple of the Waddler’s are busy
working on a puzzle with their nurse.

Zoom Ball Therapy
Martha Taylor, OT explains that the toy
that Connor and Joseph are playing
with is called the Zoom Ball. It is great
for building upper body and core
strength, bilateral coordination, motor
planning skills, range of motion, shoulder stability and for taking turns.
Additionally, with Connor we were
working on his static standing balance
while he was using his prosthetic leg.
Connor
#1

#2

#3

Joseph
#4

Remarkable children: #1 Connor’s therapist is encouraging him not to be shy
but to show Sharon how well he can walk with the walker. #2 & 3 Shyness is
gone so now he is showing the entire nursing center how fast and how well he
does as he goes around the whole nursing center. #4 He’s done a great job!
Everyone applauds!!!.
#5 One last burst of energy before his therapist can get him on the floor to do
stretches……… meet Ninja Connor of PATCHES.

#5
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Ft. Pierce — cont.

Therapy uses the tube to help
increase coordination and fine
motor development of the hands.
This also encourages the spreading and flexibility of his fingers to
better able him to hold crayons
etc.
Sure looks like fun!!

PATCHES—Ft. Pierce wants to thank
Saint Anastasia Troop # 40485
for collecting items to make a First Aid Kit for our nursing
center. You did a fantastic job!! The kit was filled with
everything we could use.
Awesome!!

Thank you all for this great donation.

A BIG Thank You to Sheldon Brown & the St. Lucie Draft House for hosting the Super Bowl
fundraiser for PATCHES. Sheldon is a 3rd year medical student at FSU and has spent a great deal of time
with our children and staff. He was responsible for organizing this great fundraiser for the nursing center.
Photo below: L: Gail Steward - DON/Administrater; CaryHazellief, RN/Intake Nurse; Shelton Brown.

Thank you
Dr. Michael Solomon
for your generous
donation.

Page 7

Dennis Wood—Kyle Smith– Toby Wakan

PATCHES wishes to thank the Everglades Bicycle Club for all their hard work, love and support
that they put into organizing the Homestead Speedway Race that took place this past October. During EBC’s
end of the year dinner banquet Kyle Smith—Founder of PATCHES was presented with a very generous check
for the nursing center. We are so very grateful…...thank you for helping us help the children.

PATCHES wished to THANK Emily Freeman & 4-H District X111 Council for hosting a WalkA-Thon this month to benefit the nursing center. Emily and a number of those who participated in the walk
have been friends of PATCHES for a few years now. They come to the nursing center and sing to the children
and staff….and we love it! Emily said, “ we’ve seen the need at PATCHES and we were touched by what
this organization does and we wanted to help. Our District Council has quite the heart for serving those in
need and wanted to do anything we could for these little children.”

Thank you Emily for loving PATCHES.

Our Heartfelt Gratitude to those who help us make a difference…..
Thank you for caring!
Mattia College (PTC), Nelly Molina (Ocean Waves Quilt Group), Sandy Marietta, Mr. & Mrs. John N. Taylor,
Jr., HR Window Company, Claudia Lopez, The Medline Foundation, Barbara Levenson, Catherine Pooler,
Bernadine Cosgrove, Mr. & Mrs. Juan Osorno, Jane Ann HoTung, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ares, Spanish Lakes
Fairways HOA, Inc., and Reflection Coffee,
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Ways To Give
Automatic Giving—Electronic giving is a convenient way to give regularly and systematically. If
you would like to give consistently by becoming an electronic giver at PATCHES. Please consider filling out the form on our website and returning it to our office. www.patchesppec.org
We take credit cards for your donating convenience. You may stop by the center, or
call to use the credit card feature or use PayPal on our website.

Donate By Mail: Make checks payable to PATCHES and mail to:
PATCHES, 335 South Krome Avenue #104, Florida City, FL 33034
501 C 3 Not for Profit charity. All donations are tax deductable as allowed by
law. www.patchesppec.org
Shop through iGive or GoodShop

When shopping on-line “you can help PATCHES without costing you a cent!”
Every time you shop at one of the over 720 name-brand internet stores in the
iGive.com Mall or GoodShop, we will receive a donation. The donation amount varies
depending on the store and the amount of your purchase at no additional cost to
you. Some of the stores include Home Depot, Amazon, Apple, Dell Computers,
Target, Macys and so many, many more.

Please consider using iGive.com when shopping on-line and help PATCHES at the same
time.
The iGive Button is on the PATCHES website. By registering the iGive Button gets uploaded to
your tool bar.

Thank you in advance for helping PATCHES

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
Monday, March 17th,
Love makes all the difference

Claddagh the Irish symbol of love
PATCHES E-News Letters…...Can be seen by going to our website: www.patchesppec.org
Click Tab: News/Events: On the right side of that page are current and previous newsletters for your enjoyment.
Newsletter by Sharon Fields

