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January 2013….E-News Letter
Happy New Year
The holiday decorations are down and put away and now we’re beginning to see red & pink hearts….could it
mean Valentine’s Day is near?! It seems to be a slower pace this month yet we are still busy with the every
day routines of providing nursing care to our children and fighting some of the newer battles that came with
the changes in healthcare. Like everyone else we no sooner get over one major hurdle then along comes another.... but we are resilient and with much prayer and God’s help we will make it. The struggles those in
healthcare face will definitely force you to your knees in prayer. Life in 2013 will have it’s challenges however we are confident that when we care for “His little one’s” He will work all things out for the good. After
all, He’s brought us some amazing people to stand by our side to encourage and support our work. We are
blessed!

Homestead Hospital hosted a Health Fair and PATCHES was there
It was a pleasure to participate in the Homestead Hospital’s
Health Fair on Saturday, January 12th. There are many programs available in our surrounding areas to help those in need
such as: Directory of Social Services for Homestead & Florida City-www.wecareofsouthdade.org;. Many wonderful
groups had booths set-up and ready to explain to the public
the services that they provide. The health fair was very well
attended by the community.
On Tuesday, March 5th 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Our very own
medical director here at PATCHES Dr. Goosby M. D. will
be teaching a parenting skills class on “Boys will be boys.”
Space
is limited & registration is required. Please call 786Thank you Homestead Hospital
596-3812 or email Programs@BaptistHealth.net.
for organizing the Health Fair and for We are a community that cares about the well being of all
including PATCHES. We appreciate those who live here and for those around us.
all that you do to provide awareness
to the community

Visitors arrive using all forms of transportation
An energetic group of cyclist arrived bright and early one morning to visit PATCHES. The group was led by Dr. Toby
Waksman and cyclist Dennis Wood. The starting locations of
many in the group were Black Point Marina and others began
their trip from Coconut Grove. They head south together to
Starbucks in Florida City before their return trip. This morning
they came to PATCHES for a tour. After their visit they
hopped back on their bikes to finish the ride before heading to
work.

L: Group in Therapy Gym at nursing
center as Kyle Smith (Founder) explains some of the therapies that
happen in the gym.

Thank you all for including
a stop at PATCHES
as part of your morning ride.

We love singing…
Pastor Mark Tonnesen from St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church arrives with guitar in hand and a funny looking
Parrot Hat and the next thing you know the place is “rocking!” He’s got the Waddler’s, Toddler’s and staff all
tapping their toes, clapping their hands and singing along as he plays songs on his guitar and sings for the nursing center. What a blast!!! We want you to come back….we’re ready to sing Mango Tree some more.
Thank you for making the day so much fun.

Where’s da Mango Tree?

Pg 2

Creative Ways people have raised money for PATCHES
Wear Jean’s….raise money
We live in an amazing caring, giving community.
1st National Bank of South Florida held a Jean’s Day fundraiser for PATCHES in December. Each Friday during
December the employee’s could wear jeans to work However,
they had to pay $3.00 to do so. The employees raised $673 and
the bank matched it making PATCHES the recipients of a check
for $1,346.00
Thank you 1st National Bank
L: 1st Nat’l - Beatriz Comesanas C: Kyle Smith PATCHES R: 1st Nat’l—Linda Ogden

It use to be Horse Poop Bingo….this year it was
Bull Poop Bingo!
We all look forward to the Rodeo coming to Harris Fields in Homestead right after the
holidays. This year was no different. Thanks to the Rodeo Association’s permission
and the tireless volunteers PATCHES has had a booth the last few years on Thursday
night known as Buck Off….the night before opening night of the Rodeo. Buck Off is
fun. People actually pay to ride a mechanical bull. They are shaken up and down,
back and forth and side ways and then tossed onto a well padded surface the bull
stands on.
Some of the younger set jump up and appear to be just fine and ready to go do it again
while others who we won’t name (but the name begins with a “T”) move away from
the bull just a little slower. Poop Bingo has been a fundraiser for PATCHES.
It’s a 50/50 board with a grand total of $500. There is a grid painted on the ground
and once the bull does his business on your number the pot is split and PATCHES receives $250. This year we sold out 3 complete boards.
We were so thrilled because we knew we would get at least $750 when it was all said
and done. And the Lord knows we needed that money because just days before the
Rodeo our washing machine at PATCHES broke down for the last time. No one
could fix it! We needed to purchase a new stackable washer & dryer combo but wondered how…….this new “hick-up” doesn’t fit in our budget. At the nursing center we
wash nearly 7-8 loads of laundry each day so going to a laundry mat was out of the
question for very long.
The story ends like this…...thanks to Poop Bingo and the winners of Game #! &
Game #2 who donated their winnings back to PATCHES we have ordered the new
stackable washer and dryer for the nursing center. Yeah to Poop Bingo!
Thank you all for making this possible especially those winners.

2013 Rodeo Queen
Lizzie Alger
Thank you for selectingPATCHES
to be your sponsor.
Please come and visit the
nursing center and the
children when ever your
schedule allows.
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We continue to learn
In early January we were very fortunate to have Attorney Anna Small from
Tampa teach an In-Service class to our nursing staff on Medical Charting &
The Law. Ms. Small’s back ground is very impressive as she herself holds a
ARNP, CNM in nursing and a JD in law and is a member of both Georgia
and Florida’s Bar Association. Anna’s area of legal expertise includes regulation of health care facilities by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration. In addition,
Anna is well versed in state and federal health care compliance, health care
licensing and permitting, Zone Program Integrity Contractor (ZPIC) audits,
state attorney general investigations, Medicare and Medicaid fraud investigations including overpayment issues and large scale discovery. We were very
honored to have Anna with us. Anna gave examples of inaccurate documentation or missing information. As an attorney it becomes a real problem trying to defend these situations in the court of law. Our nursing team felt reaffirmed in how they do their charting after hearing Anna speak and asking her
questions.

Attorney Anna G. Small

Thank you for giving your time to PATCHES.

Some New Improvements

Thank you Greg Law & Omar Garcia for donating & installing our new
cork wall. It’s a beautiful area to decorate & easy to use to show case the
children’s art work. The new signs that you made for us & hung have been
really helpful...we can’t begin to tell how much we appreciate your
kindness. Thank you.
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Many Applauds and Victories
By Sharon Fields

It happened so quick..the excitement was felt as the nurses and staff yelled out “You can do it”...I’m not even
sure how it began...but all of a sudden two of our PATCHES kids were race-walking against each other. Everyone in the Wheelie Room cheered them on! These little ones have made great strides since their beginnings
here at PATCHES. Our little fellow now walks with assistance and is a little steadier on his feet. He has
learned how to drive and maneuver an electric wheelchair so that he has mobility. He’s progressed to the point
that he was able to start school a year ago and returns to PATCHES each afternoon for his nursing care and
therapies.
Our Princess is a different story. She came to the nursing center when she was a baby. She is the apple of
everyone’s eye. This past September she had a life-threatening event that broke everyone’s heart. When she
returned to the nursing center the hard work really began because she couldn’t walk. My “grandmother’s
heart” was so full of sadness for her and all she had been through that I couldn’t stand it when I saw tears in
her eyes. She didn’t want to go to therapy because it hurt…..those tears would just melt my heart and I wanted
to defend and protect her...beg for more rest time on her behalf. Can you imagine how I felt when I was asked
by her PT not to be present during her therapy? If she could see me when she was doing PT she would look to
me to rescue her instead of doing what her therapist wanted her to do. My mind told me therapy was best for
her but my heart told me let her rest, don’t be so tough. So I began to “sneak peaks” of her doing her therapy
where she couldn’t see me. I watched her try to get out of doing therapy by crying and saying it hurt, and by
just saying “no” but Greg continued on. Little by little she was taking small steps on her own and then walking.
And now she and her buddy are in the middle of a walk-race.
Their coaches worked them hard and encouraged them with love
they are in the race & they are both winners!
Below is the proof…..great therapists, amazing children willing to please and a place where it all happens.
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Ft. Pierce…..happenings
Our first day back after the New Years was a lot
more relaxed compared to the holidays. The children and staff enjoyed Story Time presented by one
of our wonderful volunteers, Vicky Bryson.
One of the best ways to get your children interested
in reading is by reading to them when they are
young. This helps them to develop a love for
books.
Thanks Vicky, you are our Special Angel!!

Tara Visits
the Children
The children from PATCHES
love it when Tara comes to
visit. Tara is from Star Bright
Therapy. Therapy dogs are a
welcome site to many in nursing homes and hospitals. They
have gentle spirits and give unconditional love to those they
come in contact with.
R: She is thinking “well open
the gate..it’s time to play”
Thank you Tara (and Tara’s
mommy) for coming to
PATCHES.

Butterfield's Pharmacy & Medical Supply held a
Community Health Fair the 25th of January.

L: Diana Gonzalez-Community
Liaison; Gail Steward-Direct of
Nursing
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Diana Gonzalez and Gail Steward from PATCHES Ft. Pierce attended the event. It
was a wonderful opportunity to meet new people and to talk with the community
about being a HealthCare provider for children with extreme medical conditions.
Many of the people talked to were very surprised to find out we do not receive
government assistance. We are a Medicaid fee for service facility. When asked,
“how do you make ends meet?” It’s through continued fund-raising efforts and
continued support from those who love us and the mission to help these children
and their families.

Ways To Give
Automatic Giving—Electronic giving is a convenient way to give regularly and systematically. If
you would like to give
consistently by becoming an electronic giver at PATCHES. Please consider filling out the form
on our website and returning
it to our office. www.patchesppec.org
We take credit cards for your donating convenience. You may stop by the center, or
call to use the credit card feature or use PayPal on our website.

Donate By Mail: Make checks payable to PATCHES and mail to:
PATCHES
335 South Krome Avenue
Florida City, FL 33034
501 C 3 Not for Profit charity. All donations are tax deductable as allowed by law.
Shop through iGive or GoodShop
Every time you shop at one of the over 720 name-brand internet stores
in the iGive.com Mall or GoodShop, we will receive a donation. The donation amount varies depending on the store and the amount of your purchase at no additional cost to you. Some of the stores include Home Depot, Amazon, Apple,
Dell Computers, Target, Macys and many, many more.
Valentine’s, Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and summer vacations aren’t far away so if you
plan to shop consider doing it thru iGive.com and help PATCHES at the same time.
The iGive Button is on the PATCHES website. By registering the iGive Button gets
uploaded to your tool bar.

So many to be thankful for
Rodeo Association-(Coin Boxes), Nancy Garcia,
Sharon Fields, Dora Begley, Dan Carter, Shari
Clark, Bibi Fawzia Hack, Katherine Garcia, Parkway Enterprises, Inc., & Rep. Holly Merrill

Valentine’s
Day
February 14th

Raschein.
Thank you for your generous donations
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