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We Are Reminded…. “They Are Sick”
By Sharon Fields

We see them day in and day out. They laugh, they cry, we hug them, we
play with them and we take care of all their nursing and therapy needs all
day long. These children are part of the PATCHES family. We get use to
their silly antics. The nurses, CNA’s, therapists and EMT’s know them
well. Thankfully, most days run fairly smoothly. However, there are times
when we are faced with life and death crises. That’s when you witness the
nursing staff jump to their feet and quickly work together as a team to preserve life until rescue arrives. They work like a fine tuned machine not
missing a beat: counting, monitoring and checking vitals signs using every skill they have ever learned.
While watching them rush to save a life it is evident they are confident in doing what they know. They are focused and determined to do everything to keep that child alive. It’s not until the rescue team has taken the
child to the hospital and the crisis is over that hearts turn to mush and the tears flow.
Time moves slowly waiting to hear the news from the hospital.
PATCHES strives to give the children every opportunity to be happy and healthy. Even though we are prepared for an emergency that can arise at any moment, it is still emotionally and professionally draining when it
does not happen. We are reminded just how sick and fragile they really are. It’s these moments when we
come together to help our families through these difficult times, to let them know we care and they are not
alone. That is part of what PATCHES is to our children and families.

5th Annual PATCHES Spaghetti
Dinner
took place September 29th
Thanks to everyone for joining
us for our 5th Annual fundraising spaghetti dinner. Like always it was great seeing all those
who could make it...even if you
stopped in to pick-up take out
orders...it all counted to help
make this event a success.
Behind the scenes is Larry
Roth the master of the amazing sauce and some wonderful
volunteers who kept the salads, beverages & serving
bowls filled for our guests.
Jenny Garrett & hubby Lawrence welcome
our esteemed guests upon arrival.
Thanks to all of our guests
for attending
and a special thank you to
Commissioners Lynda Bell,
Elvis Maldonado and
Patricia Fairclough-McCormick
for spending the evening with us.
Volunteers are key to any event….you can’t
do it without them!! We love each of you
for giving of your time. (Top & Bottom)

Connie Fleming (center) is the winner
of the 50/50 Meatball Bingo
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Jingle All The Way...bells
sold by some of our Junior
Board

Carol Harris (center)
winner of the Money Board

Thank You to the PATCHES Advisory Board

In August of 2008 we the Founders put a plea out to friends of PATCHES in the
community inviting them to a meeting. At that time we were a well kept secret. We
needed help spreading the word about PATCHES. We needed the community to
know who we are and what we do. This small group of brave people took the bull
by the horns and little by little the name PATCHES was seen and heard around the
community. One member designed the website. Another has kept it going. The
PATCHES E-News was begun. One member fearlessly started a Junior Board of
children helping our children, a memorable group of wonderful young people.
Fundraisers were started. The Spaghetti Dinner began a new tradition. PATCHES
coin boxes were placed all around town. The PATCHES Store opened in the Florida City Outlet Mall and was manned by two members who kept the store up and
running 7 days a week for 18 months-quite a feat and an example of undying dedication. Then the amazingly grand Inaugural Mardi Gras Party took place early this
year. This talented and dedicated group of supporters brought many, many people,
supporters and contributors to our doors. Not only has it been important to get the
word out to increase support but it is also so vital to get the word out so that every
child that may need PATCHES services knows we are there for them.. And that’s
invaluable.
We are grateful for the days and nights and weekends sacrificed for PATCHES.
We are grateful for seemingly limitless levels of energy and enthusiasm shown over
and over again for PATCHES. We are grateful for you always being there and answering our calls for help and support. We are grateful you were with us in the beginning and hopeful for a new future. We’ve only just begun.
We sincerely thank you for standing by our side and sharing the PATCHES
Mission of caring for extremely ill children.
Rosa Brito, Mimi Budd, Sharon Fields, Jennie Garrett, Carol Harris, Lori Losner,
Susan Newman, Regina Perkins, Brenda Rohena, Larry Roth, Andrea Parada and
Steve Smith. All of you are part of the PATCHES Family and you have been a
value to us far beyond words. We have been blessed by your presence and
are thankful for the honorable service you have given to Patches.

Blessings, Joanie & Kyle
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Reading to children creates
a love for books
The Honor Society students from
Summer Set City Arts Academy of Homestead
donated touchy, feely books to PATCHES from the book
fair held at their school.

Thank you for thinking of our
PATCHES kids

Anthony Garcia a student leader in giving back to the community
represents the academy in this project.

“Goldie a Pet Therapy Dog”
comes to PATCHES
Charelle Burgess is the owner of Goldie a beautiful, gentle golden lab-mix
who is 4 years old. Goldie was a rescue dog who won the hearts of Charelle
and her family. Goldie loves children. She has her Pet Therapy Certification
which allows her to visit children and adults in nursing centers, hospitals and
schools. Goldie and Charelle have been friends of PATCHES and will make
regular visits which bring smiles to our kids faces when they come.
Thank you Charelle and Goldie for bringing
sunshine to our day!
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Learn about PATCHES
By William Joyce, Jr., BA, CRT (our Bill from PATCHES)

Pediatric Occupational Therapists
Some people think that occupational therapy is only for adults since kids do not have
occupations. However, a child’s main job (occupation) is playing and learning and an occupational therapist
can evaluate a child’s skills for playing, school performance, and daily activities and compare them with what
is developmentally appropriate for their age group. Therapists can help kids with various needs improve their
cognitive, physical, and motor skills and enhance their self-esteem and sense of accomplishment. Some of the
conditions where kids may benefit from occupational therapy include: developmental delay, feeding difficulties/disorders, prematurity, visual perceptual problems, problems with eye-hand coordination, poor fine motor
skills (grasping, shoe-tying, utensil use), poor playground skills (fear of climbing, low muscle tone, core weakness), and work with kids who have sensory and attention issues in order to improve focus and social skills.
Since pediatric occupational therapists deal with children, they require a large amount of persistence, patience,
and communication skills. Often the intervention by the therapist includes games which can help them get cooperation from the children for their therapy. Our PATCHES therapists start with an individualized evaluation
of the child to determine the needs and goals for therapy. Then the child will receive the appropriate intervention to help fix the problems that have been identified. These fixes include developing social skills as well as
motor skills. The therapists may also interact with the child’s parents or guardians since the family is a very
valuable part of the child’s therapy. Some additional activities done include: address hand-eye coordination to
improve kids' play skills (hitting a target, batting a ball, copying from a blackboard, etc.), help kids with behavioral disorders learn anger-management techniques (i.e., instead of hitting others or acting out, using positive ways to deal with anger such as participating in a physical activity), teach kids with physical disabilities
the coordination skills needed to feed themselves, use a computer, or increase the speed and legibility of their
handwriting, and evaluate a child's need for specialized equipment, such as wheelchairs, splints, bathing equipment, dressing devices, or communication aids.
At PATCHES, occupational therapy is a vital part of our kids daily care.
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PATCHES...Ft. Pierce…..happenings

St. Lucie Mets honor Ft. Pierce PATCHES
September 5th, the St. Lucie Mets
honored PATCHES during their home
game. The PATCHES children, and
nursing staff were invited to run the
bases before the game started but the
torrential downpours didn’t allow for
that to happen. The team players presented PATCHES with a $1,000.00
donation.
Everyone from PATCHES
wishes to thank The Mets for
their generous donation and
the time they spent in August
when they came and played
with the children at the
nursing center.

What an awesome sight…
balloons, balloons and more balloons
Our center was filled with Disney balloons. These were donated by Indian River State College and the Disney Institute
from their event Disney's Approach to Business Excellence.
The kids were so exited and had such an amazing time as we
passed them all out to them.

Thank you so much for bringing these
magical balloons to our kids.
So many Mickey and Minnie balloons bouncing,
and floating around the nursing center
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“Tara a Pet Therapy Dog”
Comes to PATCHES...Ft. Pierce
We had the pleasure of introducing "Tara" to our children.
Tara is a 12lb Maltese Certified Therapy Dog that came and spent 1hr
at our center. The children and staff were so exited and amazed how
the children reacted to her. The owners of Tara, Carole and Bob
Jacobsen have committed to us that every month they will bring Tara
to visit our kids on every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month.

Thank you Tara, Carole and Bob for giving so
freely of your time…& for
bringing smiles to so many.

Puppies are
cuddly, furry friends

Bowl For The Children
“See, I have a tongue too”

A non-profit (501 c 3) Prescribed Pediatric Extended Care
www.patchesppec.org

October 20th 2-4 pm
“Bowl to assist in purchasing equipment needed for our
medically fragile children”
$20 per person/ includes shoes
Kids special
Kids 5-12 yrs $8 per hour/including shoes
Kids 4 yrs and under free as add on’s to a lane
Tickets sold at the door add $5
Silent Auction
50/50 Raffle
Register today! Reserve your lane and Save!
Call 772-462-6601 Diana Gonzalez
Saint Lucie Lanes
6759 S. U.S. 1 Port St. Lucie,
(772) 461-5390
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Ways To Give
Automatic Giving—Electronic giving is a convenient way to give regularly and systematically. If
you would like to give consistently by becoming an electronic giver at PATCHES. Please consider filling out the form on our website and returning it to our office. www.patchesppec.org
We now take credit cards for your donating convenience. You may stop by the center, or call to
use the credit card feature or use PayPal on our website.

Donate By Mail: Make checks payable to PATCHES and mail to:
PATCHES
REMEMBER holiday shopping

335 South Krome Avenue

onon-line and help PATCHES

Florida City, FL 33034

at the same time
501 C 3 Not for Profit charity. All donations are tax
deductable as allowed by law.
Shop through iGive or GoodShop Every time you shop at one of the over 720 name-brand
internet stores in the
iGive.com Mall or GoodShop, we’ll receive a donation of about 5% (depending on the store) of

Thanking you for your generosity to the nursing center or
for donating to our 5th Annual PATCHES Fundraising Spaghetti Dinner
Sheree Mundy, Theresa Newton, Mr. & Mrs. William Wilson, Leisure City Moose-Women of the Moose
#1572, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ares, Commissioner Lynda Bell, Gina Barnes, Nancy Buettner, Corey Gold, Jennifer Resnick, Carol VanGinkel, Publix, The Big Cheese, BJ’s Wholesale Club, Susan Newman, Carol Harris,
Sharon Fields, Wescott Trinidad, Dave Koonce-Redland Golf & Country Club, Community Bank of Florida,
Debbie Brady-Dade County Farm Bureau, Mr. & Mrs. Pederson-Homestead Tire & Auto Service Center,
Larry Roth, PATCHES, Denisse Schnebly-Schnebly Redland’s Winery, Ann McAllister,
George Meroni State Farm, Gisela Padro,
Thank you so much for caring.

October is National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month
Call all those special ladies in your life
and remind them to
get their mammograms….

The Women of PATCHES

Halloween is October 31
Be safe..
Don’t eat any candy until
mom checks it out first
Pick a costume that has
reflective colors so you
can be seen in the dark
Happy Trick or Treating
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