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April 2012...E-News 

Easter Eggs 

Getting ready for the egg hunt at PATCHES was so 
much fun!  First  the children made Bunny Bags to put 
their eggs in.  Then under the careful direction and 
watchful eye of our teachers Ms. Carita and Ms. Twania 
(and other watchful eyes also) our children dyed eggs 
for the 1st time.  It was a time of many laughs as our 
little ones cracked the eggs on the table after being told 
don’t hit the table with the eggs or they will crack.  Or 
then we would see them reaching for the colored water 
as if to drink it after being told “this water we don’t 
drink”!  The children had a blast and the adults survived.  
The following day was the Easter egg-hunt and the chil-

dren had a ball. 



Easter Egg HuntEaster Egg HuntEaster Egg HuntEaster Egg Hunt    
 

The children were allowed to make 
selections from little toy bins … 

notice the glasses 
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April is the Month for Recognizing Occupational Therapists  

& Administrative Assistants  

This is a time for us to show our appreciation to these two groups of professionals.  Celebrity Rehad  set-up 
their massage chairs in one of our offices and gave back massages to each one in the above groups of profes-
sionals.  They also provided some munchies for the groups.  Thank you Celebrity Rehad for Kicking-Off our 
Appreciation Celebration.  On the 18th OT’s and on the 25th the Administrative Assistants were served a pri-
vate, quiet breakfast.  To end each week, each person received a beautiful long stem rose and a cake to share 

with the entire nursing center in appreciation for all they do for PATCHES.   

Occupational Therapist 

L: Doris, Beatriz, Ashlee, Melissa & Nays 
Administrative Assistants 

L: Jackie, Sussan, Mimi, Sara & Mercy 
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  We are a nursing center. A very important part of out staff consists of nursing person-
nel, including a director of nursing, nurse supervisors, Registered Nurses, and Licensed 
Practical Nurses. Because our children have multiple medical problems requiring ag-
gressive care, there is a 3 to 1 ratio of patients to nursing personnel. 
  Nurses are involved in multiple aspects of each patient’s care. They provide case 
management which is a coordination of care between the physicians and parents. They 

look for changes in a patient’s condition requiring early intervention. They help to provide much needed parent 
education, and they work closely with physician specialists such as primary care physicians, pulmonologists, 
etc. to assure each child is taken care of properly. 
  Some of the routine things that our nurses provide include dispensing medications, monitoring the effects of 
medicines given, and determining when as needed (prn) orders should be started. Nurses watch closely apnea 
and cardiac monitors and provide gastric tube feedings. When needed they will provide IV administration of 
medications. Medical charting is maintained in the same manner that would occur in a hospital setting. Over-
all, the nursing staff provides continuity of care between all disciplines working at PATCHES -  therapists, 
Certified Nursing Assistants, EMTs, and others. 
  Our nurses are the reason we are a nursing center. 

 

Learn about PATCHESLearn about PATCHESLearn about PATCHESLearn about PATCHES    
                                            BBBByyyy    WWWWiiiilllllllliiiiaaaammmm    JJJJooooyyyycccceeee,,,,    JJJJrrrr....,,,,    BBBBAAAA,,,,    CCCCRRRRTTTT            ((((oooouuuurrrr    BBBBiiiillllllll    ffffrrrroooommmm    PPPPAAAATTTTCCCCHHHHEEEESSSS))))                                                                        

  

Skin & wound care done by nurses 

Feeding 

tubes 

administered 

& monitored 

by nurses 

R:  Student nurse at PATCHES during  

pediatric clinical rotations.  PATCHES 

nurse observing student. 

L: Respiratory 

& nurses 

check lungs 

Our nurses work with trach patients  



 

Congratulations to our Florida City Congratulations to our Florida City Congratulations to our Florida City Congratulations to our Florida City     

    

Employee of the MonthEmployee of the MonthEmployee of the MonthEmployee of the Month    

Bonnie Cox, RNBonnie Cox, RNBonnie Cox, RNBonnie Cox, RN    

 

Bonnie is an excellent nurse and a very valuable member of the PATCHES Team.  She is not only qualified to 
fill many different positions at the nursing center but willing to fill any position that we as the Administrators 
need her to handle.  One of the major positions she fills is called “In-Take”.  This position deals with explain-
ing our services to frightened parents and working through all the paper work to get their sick child admitted 
into the nursing center and doing it all with a smile.  Bonnie works behind the scenes with the parents, talks 
with the doctors and deals with EQ to make sure the children get the care they need.  She pays special attention 
to quality assurance making sure that charting reflects the child’s care. Bonnie is known to go above her regu-
lar job duties to help the children and their families.  She has gone to the physicians offices to collect needed 
paper work to keep a child in the PPEC.  Bonnie cares about the children and they always come first.  She is a 

treasured asset to PATCHES.   Congratulations Bonnie! 
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Congratulations to Ft. Pierce’s  Congratulations to Ft. Pierce’s  Congratulations to Ft. Pierce’s  Congratulations to Ft. Pierce’s      

    

Employee of the MonthEmployee of the MonthEmployee of the MonthEmployee of the Month    

Corey Davis, C.N.A., EMTCorey Davis, C.N.A., EMTCorey Davis, C.N.A., EMTCorey Davis, C.N.A., EMT    

 

Corey is a Ft. Pierce native who has been working at PATCHES Ft. Pierce since 
we opened. He has held many roles, including working in the kitchen and main-
tenance man! He is responsible for the safety of our children on the bus to and 
from PATCHES. He makes sure that they are medically stable, and he keeps the 
emergency equipment close by and in working order. Corey has an excellent rap-
port with the families of our children. He is a Certified Nursing Assistant and he 
has recently completed his Emergency Medical Technician training. When he 
isn't working at PATCHES PPEC Corey enjoys spending time with his 3 chil-
dren and traveling. He makes yearly trips to the Bahamas. Corey is a MASON 
and very involved in lodge activities and community service. Some of the many 
activities he is involved with are fundraising for parents of seriously ill children, 
scholarships, and youth mentoring. He is always smiling and willing to help any-

one in need. He is truly a blessing to PATCHES PPEC.  Congratulations Corey! 



     When you were growing up did you ever hear 

“Stop playing with your food….” 

My name is Grace Van-Niel. I'm a speech language pathologist at PATCHES PPEC. In these particu-
lar photos, I was working with a little fellow who is aversive to varying textures, which means he does not like 
to eat foods that may feel funny in his mouth. Some children just simply do not like vegetables, but some are 
aversive because they do not like the way it feels in their mouth. They may gag or cough if they see or try to 
put the food in their mouth. In this particular session, my little friend did not like the fact that the peas had a 
tough outer layer (skin) and feels "mushy" inside. As a part of feeding therapy, we expose him by using a de-
sensitization strategy, which involves the child tolerating the food by looking at it and then touching it as seen 
in the pictures. Next we will attempt to place the peas around his lips and eventually in his mouth, of which he 
can swallow a small piece or he can spit it out. The final step is for him to eat it by himself. He needs to know 
that it is okay to eat the peas. Next we will work on another type of food (i.e. marshmallows) as he needs con-

stant exposure to varying foods.  

As the observer I (Sharon Fields) watched Grace gently encourage her little friend.  He touched the peas, held 
the peas, and finally squished the peas.  Grace asked him if the peas were cold or hot, if they were smooth or 
rough.   She also asked if they were scratchy on the outside and what did they feel like on the inside...were 
they smooth or scratchy?  When his therapy session began he wasn’t thrilled at all to be doing anything with 
peas but as they worked together Grace had gained his trust and respect and he worked right along with her.   
One of the key ingredients to the success made in therapy (and through out the PPEC) is the encouragement, 
love and praise that is given to the children regularly.  Thank you Grace for allowing me to observe and ask 

questions while you and your little friend enjoyed playing with the peas. 

Grace encourages...try to touch 
See they don’t hurt...do they feel cold or hot? 

Squish it...is it soft or hard? 

Grace and her little friend finish 
their session with proper hand 

washing time. 
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Ft. Pierce…..Happenings 

It’s very difficult to tell a parent that we have no room…. 

Ft. Pierce PATCHES PPEC is a busy place! We are full to capacity with 30 children attending daily and we 
have a waiting list. We receive daily calls from parents and health care providers looking for placement for 
sick children. There is such a need for pediatric nursing facilities that provide the services and care that we do. 

It is very difficult to tell parents that they have to go on a waiting list.... 

The Federal Government & new Crib  

guidelines and regulations 

Our staff has been busy replacing cribs and we have made substantial 
progress, thanks to the proceeds from our benefit luncheon held at 
Carrabba's in February. Cribs with drop down sides are no longer per-
mitted due to safety concerns lobbied for in Congress by Keeping 
Baby Safe and the Consumer Product Safety Commission wanting 
better safety laws for all cribs.  All cribs must be replaced by Decem-

ber 2012.  The safety of our children is our number one concern. 

Happy Birthday to Gerald.  

He is 4 now and celebrating with his 
friends at PATCHES. Gerald has 

made amazing progress with us.  

playing "Choo-Choo" with  

Annabelle & Ashley, EMT.  

 

Ft. Pierce babies  

waiting in their  

car seats  

for the  

bus ride home 

Anyone who takes care of a little child like this is caring for me!  Luke 9:48 Pg. 6 



Ways To GiveWays To GiveWays To GiveWays To Give    
Automatic Giving—Electronic giving is a convenient way to give regularly and systematically. If you would like to give 

consistently by becoming an electronic giver at PATCHES. Please consider filling out the form on our website and returning 

it to our office. www.patchesppec.org 

 

We now take credit cards for your donating convenience. You may stop by the center, or call to use 

the credit card feature or use PayPal on our website. 

 

 

Donate By Mail: Make checks payable to PATCHES and mail to:          

PATCHES 

335 South Krome Avenue 

Florida City, FL 33034 

 

501 C 3 Not for Profit charity. All donations are tax deductable as allowed by law. 

 

Shop through iGive or GoodShop Every time you shop at one of the over 720 name-brand internet stores in the 

iGive.com Mall or GoodShop, we’ll receive a donation of about 5% (depending on the store) of each purchase you make, at 

no cost to you. Some of the stores include Home Depot, Amazon, Apple, Dell Computers, Target, Macys and many, many 

more. 

 

The iGive Button is on the PATCHES website. By registering, PATCHES gets an automatic 

$5.00. By registering the iGive Button gets uploaded to your tool bar.  

 

Thank you so much for your generous support. 

GFWC Coco Plum Women’s Club, Lourdes Garcia, Zelda Azor, Dade County Federation of Women’s Clubs, 

Rotary Club of Homestead, Bob Levy, Evelyn Moss, Miami Bridge, Joanie Ippolito, Kyle Smith, Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert Ares, Carter Dan, First United Methodist Church/Women-Homestead, Ms. Lillian Archer and Med-

vance-Stuart.  

Thank you all from the bottom of our hearts.   

PATCHES…PATCHES…PATCHES…PATCHES…    

                    where miracles happen                    where miracles happen                    where miracles happen                    where miracles happen    

Never  believe that a few caring people can’t change the world.  For, indeed, that’s all who ever have. 

Sunday, May 13thSunday, May 13thSunday, May 13thSunday, May 13th    

Mother’s DayMother’s DayMother’s DayMother’s Day    

Take time to 

celebrate those special Mom’s 

in your life… 

Where would you be without them? 

 

Happy Mother’s Day 
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